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ity, their wlldness and their intense hatred of white
men. Much of their hostility and savagery is un-
questionably due directly to their experiences in the
past, and to the cruelty, oppression and wrongs
which have "been their heritage from the days of the
Mayan rulers to the present time.
But there is another and a far more romantic rea-
son than this that underlies the valiant5 unconquer-
able spirit of these Indians, Back in the year 1511
a certain adventurous Spaniard named Valdivia set
sail from Darien for Hispanola, carrying with him
a portion of the treasure secured by his fellow ad-
venturer, Vasco Nunez de Balboa. The ship, how-
ever,, never reached its destination,, When between
the Central American coast and Jamaica, the vessel
was wrecked upon the Las Vivoras reefs, and only
twenty men escaped. In a small boat, without oars,
sails, food or water, they drifted for two weeks at
the will of wind and tides, and were cast ashore in a
district known as Maia. Seven of the shipwrecked
men had already succumbed to hunger and thirst,,
and we may be sure that the survivors regretted that
they, too, had not died at sea when they realized the
fate in store for them. Valdivia and four others
were seized by the Indians and were immediately
sacrificed and eaten, while the remaining captives
were confined in cages to be fattened for later feasts.
Fortunately for themselves, they managed to es-
cape ands fleeing through the bush, reached the coun-
try of Ah Kin Cutz, king of Xamancana, where they
were made slaves. Eight years later, Cortez learned
that two of these captive Spaniards still survived,
and he succeeded in ransoming one, G-eronimo de